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From: steelshot4ducks@yahoo.com
Subject: The Other Smart Family Cemetery - the story
To: broadwayonhigh@hotmail.com
This, Mr. Boradway, is a story for the news papers - and should interest many Genealogist from your area (TN/KY)
The search has been extensive, and has covered many years and many miles.... and now comes back to life...

Bio - for John Novin Smart.
By: Hubert Joe Smart of Healdton, Oklahoma (1911-1987), summarized by Troy Daren Smart Sr of Lenoir, NC
John Novin Smart was born the son of James Smart & Nancy (Scott) Smart on 1 May 1795 on Little Camp Creek nine miles north of Rutherfordton, NC. In 1797, John's parents moved to Robertson County, TN when he was 2 years old. They later moved to Christian County, KY; that later became Caldwell County, KY in 1800. John married Mary G. Wilson in 1827 in KY and lived there til around 1843.  John was living in Mitchelville, Sumner County, TN in 1848, where he purchased 31 Acres of land from David Jones - lying on West Fork of Drakes Creek of Big Barren River on 2 Feb 1848 for $120.00 (deed book 21, page 194, Gallitin Court House, Sumner County, TN). 
John Novin Smart was appointed Justice of the Peace in District 16 Sumner County, TN; and in John and Mary's home on 10 Dec. 1852, the Missionary Baptist Church was organized.  To quote "It was during a protracted meeting held in the home of John N. Smart after a sermon preached by Elder B. Roberts using scripture found in John 15: 5-14 that a group of thirteen persons presented themselves to be consecrated into a church." More members were added on 21 Aug 1853. John Novin Smart's wife Mary G. Wilson Smart passed away 30 Sept 1857, and John remarried to Mary A. Wright. on 15 Aug 1859. The church had a hard struggle due to the oncoming of the Civil War, as the men of the community would not assemble  in groups to avoid contention with the Militia. It was not until after the Civil War in 1865 that the Church really got on the move and began to grow.
In a book of History of Sumner County following the Civil War, and Hubert writes this quote from page 284: "While elected State and Fedeal officials struggled with politics of reconstruction sporadic acts of violence were reported in Sumner County during 1866. J.N. Smart a seventy-one year old Justice of the Peace was shot to death early Feb supposedly by the members of the Harper's Gang in retaliation for his having bound criminal cases against some of them over to the Grand Jury. Citizens of all political persuasions 'late Rebels no less then straight out of the Union' were aghast at the deed. It was a great shock in a community where there was a disposition among all to harmonize and among all to do every thing in their power to restore law, order, and harmony".
John Novin Smart, shot in the back of the head, for doing his duty for his community; was then buried on land he owned.

In June of 1983, Hubert Smart traveled from Oklahoma to the Sengtown, TN area to search for information about our kinsmen John Novin Smart. John Novin Smart was the brother to Hubert's (and my) 2nd Great Grandfather Joseph Hiram Smart. It's important to note, John Novin and Joesph Hiram Smart were the grandsons of John Smart; who was an American Revolution War Patriot that was killed at the Battle of King's Mountain, the Battle was the turning point of the Revolutionary War. John Smart's name is listed on the monument at the Kings Mountain National Park Battle Field, where he was shot and killed on 7 Oct 1780.
    While Hubert was in Sengtown, he stopped at a small store (the Sengtown Store, near the corner of Cook Rd and Hwy 259). While at the store Hubert met Mr. Robert N. Lee, and Mr. Lee told Hubert about walking through a small graveyard across the road from the store when he was a young lad. He recalled there being two marble stones, and also two field stones which they had assumed were children. Hubert and Mr. Lee walked across the road into the corner of the open field and there was no sign of a Cemetery or a grave. While standing there, and gentleman came to the field to rake his hay. The exchanged pleasantries, and the fellow said he remembered a couple of white marble headstones laying in the field a few years prior. He indicated the location, and all got on their hands and knees and started digging in the dirt and grass and they discovered a white stone. They dug it out, and it was the tombstone of John Novin Smart.  With further digging, they found the concrete base from which it was broken from, but no other stones were found. The farmer then stated, that several years prior, the Tennessee Highway Dept was working on the road by the Cemetery. While working on the road, the crew removed a large cedar tree that stood at the head of the graves. In removing the tree, it created a large cavity in the ground, and in leveling the cavity they had probably destroyed the four grave cemetery. It was directly across the road from the little Sengtown store operated by Johnnie Hines in June of 1983. When Hubert left the area, he took John Novin Smart's headstone back to Healdton, OK with him.
    On a return trip to TN the following June of 1984, Hubert had traced down one of John Novin Smart's descendants; Mrs. Margaret "Christine" (Seng) Wilburn in Franklin, KY. He brought John Novin's headstone to her, and left it in her care. Hubert continued Genealogy and was writing a book abut the Smart Heritage; until his death in 1987.

I started working on Genealogy a few years ago, and my father's only living sibling (of the 14), was where I started finding info. Her name is B.D. Clair (Smart) Norris of Hildebran, NC. She had mentioned a H.J. Smart coming through NC, and he and his wife had stayed at their home overnight. This must have been June/July of 1983, because BD remembered H. J. having a headstone in the back of his truck and told me about it (and this is well before I had located heard of Hubert or seen Hubert's notes). So I had an idea that H. J. Smart probably had some information I needed to track down. For a couple of years after, I never had heard of him again, then my aunt BD ask if I could find out what happened to him. After a few e-mails to cousins Patricia Bowen of Shelby, NC and Bill Smart of Oregon, Patricia determined his name was Hubert Joseph Smart. Hubert had visited her family in the 1980's as well and she remembered him. Then Bill Smart from Oregon found Hubert in an on-line Cemetery listing. He had passed away in 1987, but I continued searching Hubert's family. Finally, I traced his only living daughter, and she put me in touch with her son (Hubert's grandson), Mr. Guy Blevins (Ret. USAF). After more than 25 years in storage, Guy graciously send me the manuscripts from Hubert's notes to copy. The story of John Novin Smart, the tomb stone, and many many other family stories have come back to life. Hubert's work is VERY comprehensive, and his book was almost finished and ready to publish. I am amazed at the mass of info Hubert had compiled.

This story of John Novin Smart's tombstone intrigued me. And ironically, my cousin Bill Smart from Oregon was going to KY/TN to research some Genealogy just last week. Bill graciously took time to looked for the graveyards, and found the grave yard that Mary G. Wilson Smart, and John and Mary's son Leroy Smart were buried in. It was in severe disrepair. But he did not find the tombstone for John Novin Smart, which we had hoped had been re-set in the other Smart family Cemetery. Bill was at the corner of Cook Road and Hwy 259, and talked to some locals there. He knew he was right on top of the Cemetery, but was not sure where it was. There was only the large field of alfalfa. Bill discovered that Margaret "Christine" (Seng) Wilburn had passed away, and he found her brother and talked to him on the phone while in Franklin, KY, but no recollection of a headstone for John Novin Smart was mentioned.

This week I enlisted some help from some Duck Hunters from the area, by way of a chat forum i frequent called "The Refuge" (duckhunter.net). Several locals asked around for me, and even took pictures of where the Cemetery was for me. They were a great help.
    Then I referred back to Hubert's manuscripts and found where he had listed Margaret "Christine's" children. I googled her son Ronald Kinnard, and found one in Franklin, KY. After a couple calls - I talked to him this afternoon. He has John Novin Smart's headstone, that his mother left in his care. He is willing to donate it back to be re-set in the Cemetery, if we can find people to take on the challenge of trying to restore the Cemetery at Cook Rd and Hwy 259.

John Novin Smart was killed by ruffians, for doing his service to the community by upholding the law. His graveyard was destroyed (by possibly the Tenn Hwy Dept).... and now it's time for John Novin Smart to be remembered for who he was. He was a significant man in the community.... a husband, a father, a Church elder, and a servant to the Public - which he died for.

Please, help restore John Novin Smart's graveyard and Headstone, and maintain it for future generations.....
If this makes the paper, I would like to by an issue.

Link to the other Cemetery that I made:
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GRid=90116763&CRid=2449181&

Please read the first paragraph of this link (note the last sentence)
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~providence/scr_jnsmart.htm

Info about John Novin's estate after his death
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~providence/estate_jnsmart.htm

PS - here is the 3rd Smart Family Cemetery I am trying to find details about.
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~providence/burial_smart16-41.htm

Troy D. Smart Sr.
Lenoir, NC
(I would call you, but you didn't include your number)
828-759-6574 (office M-F 7-3:30 EST)
828-292-5692 (c)




